Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
The beautiful gift later presented to me in Pless by the administrative officials will always remind me of the time when it was granted me, in the midst of war, to do constructive work.
This work was not wasted, for it certainly helped the Home Country, the Army, and the land itself during the war, but whether seeds have remained in the soil which may later spring up and bear fruit is a question dependent on our hard fate, a question that only the future can answer.
THE CAMPAIGN AND CRISIS IN THE EAST
While the Commander-in-Chief in the East was quietly working for the welfare of the Army and the occupied territory, the war continued on its course.
In November and December, 1915, our successes against Serbia and Montenegro had brought on the fourth Isonzo battle, and, about Christmas, the Russian offensive on the southern portion of the Austro-Hungarian front. This attack lasted into January of 1916. Both concluded in a successful resistance on the part of our Allies.
The two General Staffs had now to make their plans for the campaign of 1916. Both were to attempt an offensive to bring about a decision. The German G.H.Q. proposed to attack at Verdun, while the Austro-Hungarian had in view an offensive against ^taly from the Tyrol.
This laid on the whole Eastern Front the obligation of giving up reserves and parrying the Russian attacks which could be anticipated with certainty.
Strategically Verdun as the point of attack was well chosen This fortress had always served as a particularly dangerous sallyport, which very seriously threatened our communications, as the autumn of 1918 disastrously proved. Had we only been able to reach the defences on the right bank of the Meuse, we should have
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